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art has in its power to confer. The liberal conduct
of the Duke of Devonshire in wishing you to
proceed without interruption in the work you had
begun for me, is of a piece with all he does, and
adds to his character as a noble and judicious
patron, and I have no doubt posterity will consider
him as the most splendid encourager of the arts
which this age has produced.
" I have to thank you greatly for the medal and
the hand of our admired friend Canova, I cannot
express my feelings, when I took hold of the latter;
it reminded me strongly of the last grasp 1 received
from the living hand, after he had taken the
trouble, tho' very ill, of going over the Vatican
with Lady Beaumont and myself. It was a
pressure, warm from the heart, and affected me
greatly, and when I looked up, and saw the languor
of his countenance, I felt a sad foreboding, which
was too soon realized. He departed the next
morning for Naples, and I never saw him more. I
believe no death was ever more generally and
deeply lamented. I do not believe he had an
enemy in the world, or harboured a feeling towards
any human creature inconsistent with the purest
Christian charity-
" I cannot promise myself a sight of Rome and
its inexhaustible treasures this year, indeed, I feel
the weight of years creeping upon me; consider this
and let me have your excellent work, for I know it